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The Cincinnati group he divides into (1) the Madison beds and their 
northern equivalents, (2) the richly fossiliferous shales and limestones 
below the Madison beds, (3) the Gastropod or Marvel Hill beds, and 
(4) a great section below not studied. The author enters into detail 
in the discussion of these formations and their special features in the 
more important localities, in the course of which the fossil contents 
receive special attention. 

The discussion of the Bedford Oolitic limestone by Hopkins and 
Siebenthal is introduced by a discussion of the general geographical 
and stratigraphical features of the formation and associated strata. 
The body of the report embraces a discussion of the structural and 
economic features of the Bedford limestone, a discussion fully war- 
ranted by the very extensive use of the limestone as a building 
material. The treatment covers the results of both physical and 
chemical tests, and embraces the determination of the strength of the 
rock in various attitudes, its elasticity, absorption, resistance to fire 
and to water, its workability and accessibility. A chapter is devoted 
to the commercial features of the formation embracing the quarrying, 
handling of the stone, methods of work, machinery used, uses and 
adaptabilities of the stone, its transportation facilities, statistics of pro- 
duction, etc., which is followed by local descriptions. The discussion 
is closed by a classification of oolitic limestones. 

The reports of the supervisors of gas, of mines, and of oil, embrace 
statistical and economic matter of value to those interested in these 
industries. 

Dr. Scoville's "Geology of Vigo County" embraces the general 
topography and stratigraphy of the region, the ancient channels which 
cross the territory, but are now buried by the glacial deposits, the 
Pleistocene glacier of Vigo county, and the recent geology, embracing 
the soils and archaeology. 

The report has the same general form as preceding annual 
reports, but is more fully and better illustrated. T. C. C. 



Geological Survey of Alabama, Eugene Allen Smith, State Geologist. 
Report on the Valley Regions. Part II, On the Coosa Valley. 
By Henry McCalley, Assistant State Geologist. 

In this report the physical features of the Coosa Valley Region are 
classified into natural divisions, consisting of (1) broad, flat-topped 
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synclinal mountains bounded by bluffs ; (2) uniform anticlinal valleys 
with sharp, well defined limits ; (3) monoclinal mountains with steep 
northwest sides and gentle southeast slopes; (4) monoclinal valleys 
with ill-defined and irregular northwest limits ; (5) flatwoods ; (6) 
irregular valleys with jagged edges ; and (7) chert hills and ridges. 
Each of these subdivisions is described and illustrated by local 
examples. The geology is introduced by brief reference to the 
changes due to denudation, after which the faults of the region, to the 
number of sixteen, are named and described. A general description of 
the geological formations of the region, ranging from the crystalline 
Talladega slates to the Lafayette, follows. The minerals, rocks, and 
other substances of special use and interest, are next discussed, and 
this is followed in turn by a chapter devoted to the soils, agricultural 
features, timber, water power, climate, health, and drainage of the 
region. The remainder of the report is occupied with county details, 
embracing Etowah, St. Clair, Jefferson, Tuscaloosa, Bibb, Shelby, 
Talladega, Calhoun, Cherokee, Clayborn, Coosa, and Chilton counties. 
The report is accompanied by maps and illustrated by excellent half 
tones. 

The economic factor has a very prominent place throughout the 
report, and will doubtless render it very helpful in developing the 
important resources of the region. C. 



First Report of the Geological Commission of the Colony of the Cape 
of Good Hope. Capetown, 1896. 
The Geological Survey of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope 
was recently organized by the appointment of Professor Corstorphine 
as geologist, and Arthur W. Rogers and Ernst H. L. Schwarz as 
assistant geologists. Considering the limitations of time, of means, 
and of personnel, this first report indicates an active prosecution of 
the work entrusted to the commission. The report in hand contains 
brief contributions on the following subjects : " Report on the 
Laingsburg Coal," by Professor Corstorphine ; " Summary of the Work 
done in the Southwestern Districts," by Rogers ; " Survey of the Beau- 
fort West District," by Schwarz ; " Summary of the Work done in the 
Tulbagh Area and Worcester District," by Schwarz ; " Report of the 
Subcommittee on Deep Artesian Well Borings," by Stewart, Corstor- 
phine, and Saunders ; " Report of a Preliminary Geological Survey of 



